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High School Alaska History 
Instructional Focus:  Alaska History is a semester-long course that examines the historical and cultural developments within 

the Alaskan region.  The course is designed to enable students to learn about key patterns of settlement and development as well as 

the uniqueness of Alaska’s native cultures past and present.  Students will begin with a geographical examination of the region to 

gain an understanding of how physical geography relates to economic and cultural development in Alaska’s regions.  Students will 

also study the lasting impacts of early exploration and settlement in Alaska from multiple perspectives examining how key 

historical events have impacted and shaped the region.  Students will also consider recent regional developments and current events 

with an eye towards the implications they hold for Alaska’s future. 

Geography 

Essential Questions: 

● How does Alaska’s vast size and shape affect its geographic diversity?

● How does Alaska’s vast size and shape relate to economic and cultural development in Alaska’s regions?

● Given Alaska’s vast size and shape, could it be broken into smaller, coherent regions to understand it’s diversity?

Standards 

AH CC1., AH CPD4., AH PPE 1., AH PPE 2., AH PPE 4., AH PPE 6., AH PPE 7. 

Objective Examples 

Students will: 

1. Examine major water bodies, river systems, and

landforms.

2. Compare and contrast the temperature and precipitation

differences between the climatic regions of Alaska.

3. Identify the major resources within Alaska.

4. Inventory and distinguish state and federal land areas in

Alaska.

5. Describe the complexities of travel to and thru Alaska

historically and today.

● Prepare or examine maps of Alaska’s diversity. (ie. Rivers,

mountains, peninsulas, cities, political districts)

● Discuss or debate the complexities of travel thru Alaska.

● Create a visitor brochure on a federal or state park or preserve.

● Construct a presentation on how geography shapes cultural

systems of people that inhabit those regions.

*Teachers may add additional activities appropriate to the unit

taught.

Alaska Native Cultures 

Essential Questions: 

● What did pre-contact Alaska Native cultures look like?

● How are Alaska Native cultures connected to the cycles of weather, plants, animals, fish, etc.?

● What are the regional variations in the ways people live on Alaskan lands?

● When different cultures have different understandings about land ownership, how are those differences resolved?

Standards 

AH CC4., AH ICGP 1., AH ICGP3, AH PPE 2., AH PPE 6. 

Objective Examples 

Students will: 

1. Evaluate migration theories involving early Alaska

Native peoples.

2. Analyze how geography influenced the settlement

patterns of Alaska Native peoples.

3. Identify Native cultural regions and language group in

Alaska.

4. Compare and contrast the variety of Alaska Native

cultures.

5. Assess trade networks between Alaska Native peoples.

6. Identify the subsistence activities and resources used by

Alaska Native cultural groups.

7. Research folklore and traditional stories which originate

from the various Alaskan Native cultural groups.

● Examine archeological sites in Alaska.

● Explore cultural heritage sites via electronic field trip. (ie

Natural History Museum in Juneau, Smithsonian’s, Alaska

Native Heritage Center)

● Analyze stories from a variety of Alaska Native cultural

sources.

● Collect and discuss current events in Alaska related to modern

Alaskan Native cultures.

*Teachers may add additional activities appropriate to the unit

taught.
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Colonial Era:  The Russian Period 1741-1867 

Essential Questions: 

● What were the motivations and circumstances that led to European exploration of the Pacific Northwest?

● How did Eurocentric attitudes of superiority affect the interactions between Europeans and Alaska Native Cultures?

● What effect did the Russian America Company and Alexander Baranov have on Alaska?

● What effect did overharvesting sea mammals have on the environment and Alaska Natives?

● What were the reasons for the sale and purchase of Alaska?

● What was the extent and impact of Yankee whaling activities on the environment and Alaska Natives?

● When different cultures meet, what are the possible outcomes?

Standards 

AH CC 1., AH CC 2., AH CPD 1., AH ICPG 2., AH ICGP 8., AH PPE 1., AH PPE 3. 

Objective Examples 

Students will: 

1. Examine the reasons why Russia adopted a policy of

eastward expansion and developed a program of

modernization and exploration.

2. Compare the goals and achievements of Vitus Bering’s

two expeditions.

3. Trace the movement of the Promyschlenniki across the

Urals, Siberia, the Far East, and through the Aleutian

Islands chain.

4. Locate the sites of the first permanent Russian

settlements.

5. Explain the attitudes of Russians towards Alaska

Natives and describe the methods the Russians used to

force Aleut natives to harvest otters.

6. Describe Russian America under the leadership of

Alexander Baranov.

7. Describe the impact of the Russians on the environment

and their relationships with Alaskan Natives.

8. Explain the activities and impact of the Russian

Orthodox Church upon Russian American and Alaska

Natives.

9. Identify the major motives of Russia and the U.S. for

the sale and purchase of Alaska, and explain the terms

of the Treaty of Cessation.

10. Identify the lasting impacts of Russian occupation on

Alaska.

● Create a map displaying the major geographical items during

the Russian occupation of Alaska.

● Map out the routes taken by the explorers Deznev, Bering,

Cherikov, Cook, Quadra, Fidalgo, Malaspina, Vancouver, etc

● Examine and discuss primary documents from the Russian

America period – Russian American reader.

● Search Vilda.alaska.edu to find pictures of Russian artifacts,

buildings, and people.

● Create a PowerPoint on one significant event or person during

the Russian period of Alaska history and present it to class.

● Create a graphic novel covering a significant event during the

Russian America period in Alaska history.

● Write an essay explaining the impact of the activities of the

Promyschlenniki upon the environment, and Alaska Natives.

● Write an essay explaining why Russia sold Alaska and why

the U.S. bought it.

*Teachers may add additional activities appropriate to the unit

taught.

Colonial Era:  The United States Period 1867-1912 

Essential Questions: 

● How did the concept of “Manifest Destiny” and William Seward’s vision of America ultimately lead to the purchase of

Alaska?

● What effects did the transition from Russian to United States control have on Alaska native people?

● How did a lack of civil government affect the economy and population of Alaska following the purchase?

● What were the criticisms of the first Organic Act and why was the phrase “Era of neglect” appropriate?

● What were the long-term effects of the discovery of gold fields both within the Klondike and Alaska?

● What effects did gold strikes have on the establishment and development of Alaskan towns and cities?

● How did technological developments change Alaska’s whaling, fishing, and mining industries?

● What were Sheldon Jackson’s educational priorities?

● How did the recent history of conflict between the United States and the American Plains Indians after the Civil War

impact his assimilationist agenda and influence the manner in which Alaska was divided into “spheres of influence”?
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Standards 

AH CC 1., AH CC 2., AH CPD 1., AH CPD 2., AH ICGP 1., AH ICGP 3., AH ICGP 4., AH ICGP 7., AH ICGP 10., AH ICGP 

12., AH PPE 3., AH PPE 6. 

Objective Examples 

Students will: 

1. Compare and contrast William Seward’s vision of the

United States after the Civil War differed from Horace

Greeley’s vision of the United States.

2. Describe how the initial lack of civil government

affected the population and economy of Alaska.

3. Identify the major exploration activities and routes both

inland and coastal following the purchase of Alaska.

4. Examine how social justice was enforced by miner’s

through the “Miner’s Code” and compare/contrast this

with Alaska Native self-government practices.

5. Identify criticisms of the 1st Organic Act, and assess the

disadvantages of “district” status.

6. Trace the discovery of gold in and near Alaska and

evaluate how these discoveries led to the development

and settlement of many Alaskan towns and cities.

7. Inventory the primary routes used by gold seekers to

reach the Klondike and explain how those routes

affected Alaska’s development.

8. Identify the major industries and economic or

commercial activities/projects during the U.S. Colonial

Era.

9. Analyze the changes introduced by the 2nd Organic Act

and assess the advantages of “territorial” status.

10. Research and analyze Sheldon Jackson’s mandate to

assimilate/integrate Alaska Native people into U.S.

culture.

11. Compare Sheldon Jackson’s approach to integrating

Alaska Native people into U.S. culture with the

experience of the native American people of the Great

Plains after the Civil War.

12. Contrast the experience of assimilation of Alaska

Native people into U.S. culture with that of European

immigrants.

13. Debate the lasting impacts of the gold rush and the U.S.

Colonial Era.

● Write an essay comparing William Seward’s vision of the

United States after the Civil War and Horace Greeley’s vision

of the United States at that same time.

● Create a map depicting the major routes of inland and coastal

explorers during the U.S. Colonial Era.

● Create a map displaying the major gold fields in and near

Alaska with discovery dates as well as key transportation

routes.

● Gold Rush Web Quest with gold rush stories–

http://www.library.state.ak.us/goldrush/

● Examine and discuss primary documents from the U.S.

Colonial Period – Miner’s tales.

● Search Vilda.alaska.edu to find pictures of the Gold Rush and

U.S. colonial period.  Use these to create a project/report on a

specific topic/person.

● Create a PowerPoint on one significant event or person during

the gold rush era of Alaska history and present it to class.

● Create a graphic novel covering a significant event during the

gold rush era of Alaska history.

● Write an essay detailing the major routes to the Klondike gold

field and explain the advantages and disadvantages of each

one.

● Read Robert Service’s poems or Jack London’s writings.

● Research a person or event form the U.S. Colonial Era and

share your findings with the class.

*Teachers may add additional activities appropriate to the unit

taught.

Alaska as a Territory 1912-1959 

Essential Questions: 

● Classify the core industries within Alaska in 1920, 1940, and 1959, their operation and the effects of these industries on

pre-statehood Alaska?

● How did the populations of Alaska change during 1912-1959?

● Identify key Alaskan native leaders who pursued equal rights, treatment, and political representation for Native Alaskans?

● Compare and contrast the effects of the Great Depression in Alaska with that of the “lower 48”.

● Identify and describe the effects of World War II on Alaska’s land, infrastructure, and its people.

● Categorize the underlying issues and key people involved in the journey for statehood?
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Standards 

AH CC1., AH CC5., AH CPD1., AH CPD2., AH CPD3., AH CPD4., AH ICGP3., AH ICGP4., AH ICGP6., AH ICGP9., AH 

ICGP12., AH ICG19., AH PPE3., AH PPE7. 

Objective Examples 

Students will: 

1. Identify how the population of Alaska changed between

1912-1950 in terms of numbers, ethnicity, and location.

2. Explain how world events affected Alaska (including

two world wars, Korean War, the occupation of Attu

and Kiska as well as the Cold War.)

3. Explain how national events affected Alaska (gold

rushes, progressive Era, and the Great Depression.)

4. Examine the events and activities of key Alaskan

Native leaders and groups in the struggle for equal

rights, treatment, and political status.

5. Describe Alaska’s role in WWII (including, military

importance before and after, military installations,

Japanese attacks in Aleutians, the Alcan Highway,

Territorial guard and Castner’s Cutthroats.)

6. Describe how Aleuts were affected by government

policies including the use of “internment camps.”

7. Research the United States use of Alaska Native people

in fur sealing operations of the Pribilof Islands and the

ultimate resolution of these operations.

8. Identify the major industries and economic or

commercial activities/projects during the Territorial

Era.

9. Recount the events and identify the prominent

characters involved in the quest of some for statehood.

10. Research the constitutional convention and examine the

major sections and amendments of the constitution.

11. Identify the lasting impacts of the Territorial Era.

● Examine and discuss primary documents from the Territorial

Era.

● Search relevant resources to find pictures of the Territorial

Era.  Use these pictures to create a project/report on a specific

topic/person.

● Create a presentation on one significant event or person

during the Territorial Era.

● Create a graphic novel covering a significant event during the

Territorial Era.

● Write an essay using specific examples and evidence to

explain how WWII affected Alaska.

● Research a person or event from the Territorial Era and share

your findings with the class.

*Teachers may add additional activities appropriate to the unit

taught.

Modern Alaska 1959-Present 

Essential Questions: 

● What are the key industries of the Modern Era?  How has/does federal spending affect(ed) Alaska?

● How did the 1967 oil discovery at Prudhoe Bay eventually transform the state?

● What differences existed between Alaska Natives and the state with regard to land ownership/entitlement?

● What are the basic terms ANCSA and ANILCA & how do they affect all Alaskans and Alaskan Natives?

● Why was the Permanent Fund established in 1976?  How does it operate today?  Who manages it?

● What are the key current issues/events that affect Alaskans today and in the future?

● What differences and similarities exist between rural and urban Alaska?

Standards 

AH ICGP3., AH ICGP6., AH CC5., AH CC6., AH CPD1., AH CPD2., AH CPD3., AH CPD5., AH CPD6., AH CPD7., AH PPE4. 

Objective Examples 

Students will: 

1. Explain how the new Alaska state government and the

Alaska Constitution affect(s/ed) Alaska.

2. Identify the major industries and economic or

commercial activities/projects during the Modern Era.

3. Explain how the Cold War affected Alaska and made it

an important geographical frontline of defense for the

U.S.

● Create a map displaying and identifying land ownership by

the federal government, the State of Alaska, Native groups,

and boroughs etc.

● Examine and discuss primary documents from the Modern

Era.

● Search Vilda.alaska.edu to find relevant pictures of the

Modern Era.  Use these to create a project/report on a specific

topic/person.

● Create a PowerPoint on one significant event or person during

the gold rush era of Alaska history and present it to class.
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4. Study ANCSA & ANILCA; identify the people and

events that led to their passage and their impact on land

usage and Native Alaskans.

5. Describe how the Permanent Fund operates.  Explain

how mineral royalties have affected social and

economic life in Alaska.

6. Explain how the Molly Hootch case changed education

in Alaska.

7. Identify the impact of the Exxon Valdez Oil spill and

explain the environmental impacts and risks associated

with resource extraction?

8. Identify the lasting impacts of key events within the

Modern Era.

● Create a graphic novel covering a significant event during the

Modern Era.

● Write an essay detailing the issues involved with ANCSA &

ANILCA and use specific examples of how they affected land

ownership in Alaska.

● Visit the Permanent fund website, and track its

● Research a Native corporation, and review its latest financial

report.  List its major holdings and investments.

● Research the development and construction of the trans-

Alaska pipeline.  What does the future hold for resource

development in Alaska?

● Review historic newspaper articles/pictures on the Good

Friday earthquake.

*Teachers may add additional activities appropriate to the unit

taught.



Alaska Content Standards 
Geography 

A student should be able to make and use maps, globes, and graphs to gather, analyze, and report 
spatial (geographic) information. 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) use maps and globes to locate places and regions;
2) make maps, globes, and graphs;
3) understand how and why maps are changing documents;
4) use graphic tools and technologies to depict and interpret the world’s human and physical systems;
5) evaluate the importance of the locations of human and physical features in interpreting geographic patterns;
6) use spatial (geographic) tools and technologies to analyze and develop explanations and solutions to geographic

problems.

A student should be able to utilize, analyze, and explain information about the human and physical 
features of places and regions. 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) know that places have distinctive geographic characteristics;
2) analyze how places are formed, identified, named, and characterized;
3) relate how people create similarities and differences among places;
4) discuss how and why groups and individuals identify with places;
5) describe and demonstrate how places and regions serve as cultural symbols, such as the Statue of Liberty;
6) make informed decisions about where to live, work, travel, and seek opportunities;
7) understand that a region is a distinct area defined by one or more cultural or physical features;
8) compare, contrast, and predict how places and regions change with time.

A student should understand the dynamic and interactive natural forces that shape the Earth’s 
environments. 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) analyze the operation of the Earth’s physical systems, including ecosystems, climate systems, erosion systems, the water

cycle, and tectonics;
2) distinguish the functions, forces, and dynamics of the physical processes that cause variations in natural regions;
3) recognize the concepts used in studying environments and recognize the diversity and productivity of different regional

environments.

A student should understand and be able to interpret spatial (geographic) characteristics of human 
systems, including migration, movement, and interactions of cultures, economic activities, 
settlement patterns, and political units in the state, nation, and world. 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) know that the need for people to exchange goods, services, and ideas creates population centers, cultural interaction, and

transportation and communication links;
2) explain how and why human networks, including networks for communications and for transportation of people and

goods, are linked globally;
3) interpret population characteristics and distributions;
4) analyze how changes in technology, transportation, and communication impact social, cultural, economic, and political

activity;
5) analyze how conflict and cooperation shape social, economic, and political use of space.

A student should understand and be able to evaluate how humans and physical environments 
interact. 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) understand how resources have been developed and used;
2) recognize and assess local, regional, and global patterns of resource use;
3) understand the varying capacities of physical systems, such as watersheds, to support human activity;
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4) determine the influence of human perceptions on resource utilization and the environment; 
5) analyze the consequences of human modification of the environment and evaluate the changing landscape; 
6) evaluate the impact of physical hazards on human systems. 
 

A student should be able to use geography to understand the world by interpreting the past, 
knowing the present, and preparing for the future. 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) analyze and evaluate the impact of physical and human geographical factors on major historical events; 
2) compare, contrast, and predict how places and regions change with time; 
3) analyze resource management practices to assess their impact on future environmental quality; 
4) interpret demographic trends to project future changes and impacts on human environmental systems; 
5) examine the impacts of global changes on human activity; 
6) utilize geographic knowledge and skills to support interdisciplinary learning and build competencies required of citizens. 

Alaska Content Standards 
Government and Citizenship 

 
A student should know and understand how societies define authority, rights, and responsibilities 
through a governmental process 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) understand the necessity and purpose of government; 
2) understand the meaning of fundamental ideas, including equality, authority, power, freedom, justice, privacy, property, 

responsibility, and sovereignty; 
3) understand how nations organize their governments; 
4) compare and contrast how different societies have governed themselves over time and in different places. 
 

A student should understand the constitutional foundations of the American political system and 
the democratic ideals of this nation. 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) understand the ideals of this nation as expressed in the Declaration of  
Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights; 
2) recognize American heritage and culture, including the republican form of government, capitalism, free enterprise 

system, patriotism, strong family units, and freedom of religion; 
3) understand the United States Constitution, including separation of powers, the executive, legislative, and judicial 

branches of government, majority rule, and minority rights; 
4) know how power is shared in the United States’ constitutional government at the federal, state, and local levels; 
5) understand the importance of individuals, public opinion, media, political parties, associations, and groups in forming 

and carrying out public policy; 
6) recognize the significance of diversity in the American political system; 
7) distinguish between constitution-based ideals and the reality of American political and social life; 
8) understand the place of law in the American political system; 
9) recognize the role of dissent in the American political system. 
 

A student should understand the character of government of the state. 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) understand the various forms of the state’s local governments and the agencies and commissions that influence students’ 

lives and property; 
2) accept responsibility for protecting and enhancing the quality of life in the state through the political and governmental 

processes; 
3) understand the Constitution of Alaska and Sec. 4 of the Alaska Statehood Act, which is known as the Statehood 

Compact; 
4) understand the importance of the historical and current roles of Alaska Native communities; 
5) understand the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act and its impact on the state; 
6) understand the importance of the multicultural nature of the state; 
7) understand the obligations that land and resource ownership place on the residents and government of the state; 
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8) identify the roles of and relationships among the federal, tribal, and state governments and understand the responsibilities 
and limits of the roles and relationships. 

 
A student should understand the role of the United States in international affairs. 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) analyze how domestic politics, the principles of the United States Constitution, foreign policy, and economics affect 

relations with other countries; 
2) evaluate circumstances in which the United States has politically influenced other nations and how other nations have 

influenced the politics and society of the United States; 
3) understand how national politics and international affairs are interrelated with the politics and interests of the state; 
4) understand the purpose and function of international government and non- governmental organizations in the world 

today; 
5) analyze the causes, consequences, and possible solutions to current international issues. 
 

A student should have the knowledge and skills necessary to participate effectively as an informed 
and responsible citizen. 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) know the important characteristics of citizenship; 
2) recognize that it is important for citizens to fulfill their public responsibilities; 
3) exercise political participation by discussing public issues, building consensus, becoming involved in political parties and 

political campaigns, and voting; 
4) establish, explain, and apply criteria useful in evaluating rules and laws; 
5) establish, explain, and apply criteria useful in selecting political leaders; 
6) recognize the value of community service; 
7) implement ways of solving problems and resolving conflict. 
 

A student should understand the economies of the United States and the state and their 
relationships to the global economy. 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) understand how the government and the economy interrelate through regulations, incentives, and taxation; 
2) be aware that economic systems determine how resources are used to produce and distribute goods and services; 
3) compare alternative economic systems; 
4) understand the role of price in resource allocation; 
5) understand the basic concepts of supply and demand, the market system, and profit; 
6) understand the role of economic institutions in the United States, including the Federal Reserve Board, trade unions, 

banks, investors, and the stock market; 
7) understand the role of self-interest, incentives, property rights, competition, and corporate responsibility in the market 

economy; 
8) understand the indicators of an economy’s performance, including gross domestic product, inflation, and the 

unemployment rate; 
9) understand those features of the economy of the state that make it unique, including the importance of natural resources, 

government ownership and management of resources, Alaska Native regional corporations, the Alaska Permanent Fund 
Corporation, the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation, and the Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority; 

10) understand how international trade works. 
 

A student should understand the impact of economic choices and participate effectively in the local, 
state, national, and global economies 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) apply economic principles to actual world situations; 
2) understand that choices are made because resources are scarce; 
3) identify and compare the costs and benefits when making choices; 
4) make informed choices on economic issues; 
5) understand how jobs are created and their role in the economy; 
6) understand that wages and productivity depend on investment in physical and human capital; 
7) understand that economic choices influence public and private institutional decisions. 
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Alaska Content Standards 
History 

 
A student should understand that history is a record of human experiences that links the past to the 
present and the future. 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) understand chronological frameworks for organizing historical thought and place significant ideas, institutions, people, 

and events within time sequences; 
2) know that the interpretation of history may change as new evidence is discovered; 
3) recognize different theories of history, detect the weakness of broad generalization, and evaluate the debates of 

historians; 
4) understand that history relies on the interpretation of evidence; 
5) understand that history is a narrative told in many voices and expresses various perspectives of historical experience; 
6) know that cultural elements, including language, literature, the arts, customs, and belief systems, reflect the ideas and 

attitudes of a specific time and know how the cultural elements influence human interaction; 
7) understand that history is dynamic and composed of key turning points; 
8) know that history is a bridge to understanding groups of people and an individual’s relationship to society; and 
9) understand that history is a fundamental connection that unifies all fields of human understanding and endeavor. 

 
A student should understand historical themes through factual knowledge of time, places, ideas, 
institutions, cultures, people, and events.  

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) comprehend the forces of change and continuity that shape human history through the following persistent organizing 

themes: 
a. the development of culture, the emergence of civilizations, and the accomplishments and mistakes of social 

organizations; 
b. human communities and their relationships with climate, subsistence base, resources, geography, and technology. 
c. the origin and impact of ideologies, religions, and institutions upon human societies; 
d. the consequences of peace and violent conflict to societies and their cultures; 
e. major developments in societies as well as changing patterns related to class, ethnicity, race, and gender; 

2) understand the people and the political, geographic, economic, cultural, social, and environmental events that have 
shaped the history of the state, the United States, and the world; 

3) recognize that historical understanding is relevant and valuable in the student’s life and for participating in local, state, 
national, and global communities; 

4) recognize the importance of time, ideas, institutions, people, places, cultures, and events in understanding large historical 
patterns; 

5) evaluate the influence of context upon historical understanding. 
 

A student should develop the skills and processes of historical inquiry. 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) use appropriate technology to access, retrieve, organize, and present historical information; 
2) use historical data from a variety of primary resources, including letters, diaries, oral accounts, archeological sites and 

artifacts, art, maps, photos, historical sites, documents, and secondary research materials, including almanacs, books, 
indices, and newspapers; 

3) apply thinking skills, including classifying, interpreting, analyzing, summarizing, synthesizing, and evaluating, to 
understand the historical record; 

4) use historical perspective to solve problems, make decisions, and understand other traditions. 
 

A student should be able to integrate historical knowledge with historical skill to effectively 
participate as a citizen and as a lifelong learner. 

A student who meets the content standard should: 
1) understand that the student is important in history; 
2) solve problems by using history to identify issues and problems, generate potential solutions, assess the merits of options, 

act, and evaluate the effectiveness of actions; 3) define a personal position on issues while understanding the historical 
aspects of the positions and roles assumed by others; 4) recognize and demonstrate that various issues may require an 
understanding of different positions, jobs, and personal roles depending on place, time, and context; 
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5) base personal citizenship action on reasoned historical judgment with recognition of responsibility for self and others; 
6) create new approaches to issues by incorporating history with other disciplines, including economics, geography, 

literature, the arts, science, and technology. 
 

Alaska Performance Standards 
Historical Inquiry:  The student demonstrates an understanding of the methods of documenting history by:  AH.HI 1 
planning and developing history projects, utilizing research tools such as:  interviewing protocols, oral history, historical 
context, pre-interview research, primary sources, secondary sources, proper citation, corroboration, and cause and effect of 
historical events. 
Indigenous Alaskans Before Western Contact (time immemorial-contact) Suggested Topics (not an inclusive list) 
• Locations 
• Social organizations 
• Cultures 
• Political traditions 
• Natural resources 
• Cultural changes 
• Archeology 
• Native oral traditions 

People, Places, Environment 

The student demonstrates an understanding of the interaction between people and their physical environment by: 
AH. PPE 1 comparing and contrasting geographic regions of Alaska.  AH. PPE 2 using texts/sources to analyze the 
similarities and differences in the cultural attributes (e.g., language, hunting and gathering practices, art, music/dance, 
beliefs, worldview), movement, interactions, and settlement of Alaska Native peoples.  AH. PPE 3 using texts/sources to 
analyze the effect of the historical contributions and/or influences of significant individuals, groups and local, regional, 
statewide, international organizations. 

Individual, Citizenship, Governance, Power 

The student demonstrates an understanding of the historical rights and responsibilities of Alaskans by: 
AH. ICGP 1 identifying and summarizing the structures, functions, and transformation of various attributes (e.g., 
leadership, decision-making, social and political organization) of traditional Alaska Native governance. 
Colonial Era-The Russian Period (1741-1867) Suggested Topics (not an inclusive list) 
• Rationale for European explorations 
• Epidemics 
• Utilization of Alaskan resources 
• Relationships with indigenous peoples 
• Role of significant leaders (e.g., Katlian, Baranov, Veniaminov, Netsvetov) 
• Missionary activities 
• Russian dependence on Alaska Natives 
• Russia’s incentive to sell 

People, Places, Environment 

The student demonstrates an understanding of the interaction between people and their physical environment by: 
AH. PPE 2 using texts/sources to analyze the similarities and differences in the cultural attributes (e.g., language, hunting 
and gathering practices, art, music/dance, beliefs, worldview), movement, interactions, and settlement of Alaska Native 
peoples.  AH. PPE 3 using texts/sources to analyze the effect of the historical contributions and/or influences of 
significant individuals, groups and local, regional, statewide, international organizations. 

Consumption, Production, Distribution 

The student demonstrates an understanding of the discovery, impact, and role of natural resources by: 
AH. CPD 1 identifying patterns of growth, transformation, competition, and boom and bust, in response to use of natural 
resources (e.g., supply and demand of fur, minerals, and whaling). 

Individual, Citizenship, Governance, Power 

The student demonstrates an understanding of the historical rights and responsibilities of Alaskans by: 
AH. ICGP 2 using texts/sources to analyze the impacts of the relationships between Alaska Natives and Russians (i.e., 
Russian Orthodox Church, early fur traders, Russian American Companies, enslavement, and Creoles). 



Continuity and Change 

The student demonstrates an understanding of the chronology of Alaska history by: 
AH. CC 1 using texts/sources to recognize and explain the interrelationships among Alaska, national, and international 
events and developments (e.g., international interest, trade, commerce). 
The Colonial Era-The United States Period (1867-1912) Suggested Topics (Not inclusive list) 
• United States motives for purchasing Russia’s interest in Alaska 
• Treaty of Cession 
• Legal status of Alaska Natives under the Commerce Clause and the Marshall Trilogy 
• Mining Law of 1872 
• Organic Act of 1884 
• Role of Sheldon Jackson 
• Resources (e.g., whaling, fur trading, mining, commercial fisheries) 
• Gold Rush 
• Nelson Act of 1905 and the dual school system 
• Creation of National Forests 

People, Places, Environment 

The student demonstrates an understanding of the interaction between people and their physical environment by: 
AH. PPE 3 using texts/sources to analyze the effect of the historical contributions and/or influences of significant 
individuals, groups and local, regional, statewide, international organizations. 

Consumption, Production, Distribution 

The student demonstrates an understanding of the discovery, impact, and role of natural resources by: 
AH. CPD 2 using texts/sources to draw conclusions about the role of the federal government in natural resource 
development and land management (e.g., jurisdiction, authority, agencies, programs, policies). 

Individual, Citizenship, Governance, Power 

The student demonstrates an understanding of the historical rights and responsibilities of Alaskans by: 
AH. ICGP 3 explaining and analyzing tribal and western concepts of land ownership and how acting upon those concepts 
contributes to changes in land use, control, and ownership.  AH. ICGP 4 explaining Alaskans quest for self-determination 
(i.e., full rights as U.S. citizens) through the statehood movement.  AH. ICGP 5 explaining the impacts of military actions 
(e.g., Naval bombardment of Angoon, Aleut internment, military expeditions) relative to Native communities.  IGCP 6 
using texts/sources to analyze how the military population and its activities, including administrative, policing, defense, 
mapping, communication, and construction, have impacted communities.  AH. ICGP 7 describing the historical basis of 
federal recognition of tribes, their inherent and delegated powers, the ongoing nature and diversity of tribal governance, 
and the plenary power of Congress. 

Continuity and Change 

The student demonstrates an understanding of the chronology of Alaska history by: 
AH. CC 2 describing how policies and practices of non-natives (e.g., missionaries, miners, Alaska Commercial Company 
merchants) influenced Alaska Natives. 
Alaska as a Territory (1912-1959) Suggested Topics (Not inclusive list) 
• Territorial Organic Act of 1912 
• Native efforts toward civil and land rights (e.g., founding of Alaska Native Brotherhood (ANB), Alaska Native 

Sisterhood (ANS), and Tanana Chiefs) 
• Role of significant individuals (e.g., Judge Wickersham, William Paul, Elizabeth Peratrovich, Ernest Gruening) 
• Infrastructure (e.g., railroad, aviation, roads, ships) 
• Indian Reorganization Act 
• World War II and internment of Aleuts and Japanese Americans 
• Cold War 
• National Parks and National Forests, resources (e.g., oil, timber, coal) 
• Constitutional Convention, constitution, and statehood 

People, Places, Environment 
The student demonstrates an understanding of the interaction between people and their physical environment by: 
AH.PPE 4 describing how Alaska’s strategic location played an important role in military buildup and explaining the 
interrelated social and economic impacts. 



Consumption, Production, Distribution 
The student demonstrates an understanding of the discovery, impact, and role of natural resources by: 
AH. CPD 3 using texts/sources to draw conclusions about the significance of natural resources (e.g., fisheries, timber, 
Swanson River oil discovery, “sustained yield” in the Alaska Constitution) in Alaska’s development and in the statehood 
movement. 

Individual, Citizenship, Governance, Power 
The student demonstrates an understanding of the historical rights and responsibilities of Alaskans by: 
AH. ICGP 4 explaining Alaskans quest for self-determination (i.e., full rights as U.S. citizens) through the statehood 
movement.  AH. ICGP 5 explaining the impacts of military actions (e.g., Naval bombardment of Angoon, Aleut 
internment, military expeditions) relative to Native communities.  AH. ICGP 8 describing how Alaskans, particularly the 
Native people, challenge the status quo to gain recognition of their civil rights (e.g., appeals to the Russian government, 
Ward Cove Packing Co. Case, Molly Hootch, anti-discrimination acts, women’s suffrage).  AH. ICGP 9 exploring the 
federal government’s influence on settlements in Alaska (e.g., Matanuska Colony, Anchorage, Adak, Tok, Hydaburg) by 
establishment of post offices, military facilities, schools, courts, and railroads.  AH. ICGP 10 identifying the role of 
Alaska Native individuals and groups in actively proposing and promoting federal legislation and policies (e.g., William 
Paul, Tanana Chiefs, ANB, ANs).  AH. ICGP 11 exploring federal policies and legislation (e.g., Alaska Citizenship Act, 
Tlingit Haida Jurisdiction Act, Indian Citizenship Act of 1924, Alaska Reorganization Act, ANCSA) that recognized 
Native rights. 

Continuity and Change 
The student demonstrates an understanding of the chronology of Alaska history by: 
AH. CC 3 describing how the roles and responsibilities in Alaska Native societies have been continuously influenced by 
changes in technology, economic practices, and social interactions. 
Alaska as a State (1959-present) Suggested Topics (Not an inclusive list) 
• Role of significant individuals (e.g., Eben Hopson, Howard Rock, Ted Stevens, Katie John) 
• Controversies of Statehood Act land selections 
• Disasters (e.g., 1964 Earthquake, 1967 Interior flood, Exxon Valdez oil spill) 
• Formation of Inuit Circumpolar Conference 
• Formation of AFN 
• Development of public education (e.g., Molly Hootch case) 
• Prudhoe Bay and oil pipeline construction 
• Permanent Fund 
• Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) 
• Marine Mammal Protection Act 1972 (MMPA) 
• Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) 
• Indian Self-Determination Act 1975 
• Indian Child Welfare Act 1978 
• Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) 
• Tourism 
• Fiscal issues 

People, Places, Environment 
The student demonstrates an understanding of the interaction between people and their physical environment by: 
AH.PPE 4 describing how Alaska’s strategic location played an important role in military buildup and explaining the 
interrelated social and economic impacts.  AH.PPE 5 comparing and contrasting the differing perspectives between rural 
and urban areas.  AH.PPE 6 analyzing patterns of movement and settlement.  AH.PPE 7 using texts/sources to explain the 
political, social, cultural, economic, geographic, and historic characteristics of the student’s community or region. 

Consumption, Production, Distribution 
The student demonstrates an understanding of the discovery, impact, and role of natural resources by: 
AH.CPD 4 describing the federal government’s construction and maintenance of Alaska’s infrastructure (e.g., 
transportation, communication, public health system, education).  AH.CPD 5 using texts/sources to analyze the multiple 
perspectives in the continuing debate between conservation and development of resources.  AH.CPD 6 describing the 
formation of Alaska Native Corporations and their impact on Alaska’s economy.  AH.CPD 7 explaining the creation and 
implementation of the Permanent Fund and how it has impacted the state. 

Individual, Citizenship, Governance, Power 
The student demonstrates an understanding of the historical rights and responsibilities of Alaskans by: 
AH. ICGP 3 explaining and analyzing tribal and western concepts of land ownership and how acting upon those concepts 
contributes to changes in land use, control, and ownership.  AH. ICGP 8 describing how Alaskans, particularly the Native 



people, challenge the status quo to gain recognition of their civil rights (e.g., appeals to the Russian government, Ward 
Cove Packing Co. Case, Molly Hootch, anti-discrimination acts, women’s suffrage).  AH. ICGP 10 identifying the role of 
Alaska Native individuals and groups in actively proposing and promoting federal legislation and policies (e.g., William 
Paul, Tanana Chiefs, ANB, ANs)  AH.ICGP 12 using texts/sources to analyze the evolution of self-government through 
an examination of organic documents (i.e., Treaty of Cession, Organic Act, Territorial Act, Alaska State Constitution, 
Statehood Act). 

Continuity and Change 
The student demonstrates an understanding of the chronology of Alaska history by: 

AH. CC 4 giving correct and incorrect examples to explain subsistence as a way of life.  AH. CC 5 defining, describing, 
and illustrating the economic, political, and social characteristics of the major periods, their key turning points (e.g., 
implementation of Prudhoe Bay pipeline, Molly Hootch case, ANCSA, ANILCA, ANWR, natural and manmade disasters, 
establishment of Alaska Native Corporations) and how they interrelate.  AH. CC 6 explaining the historical context and 
the legal foundations (e.g., Alaska Constitution, ANCSA, MMPA, ANILCA, Katie John case) pertinent to subsistence.  
AH. CC 7 comparing and contrasting the perspectives of sport, commercial, and subsistence users on policies regarding 
fish and game management. 

College, Career & Civic Life 
C3 Framework for Social Studies State Standards 

Civics:  Civic and Political Institutions 
D2.Civ.1.9-12. Distinguish the powers 
and responsibilities of local, state, 
tribal, national, and international civic 
and political institutions. 

D2.Civ.2.9-12. Analyze the role of 
citizens in the U.S. political system, with 
attention to various theories of 
democracy, changes in Americans’ 
participation over time, and alternative 
models from other countries, past and 
present. 

D2.Civ.3.9-12. Analyze the impact of 
constitutions, laws, treaties, and 
international agreements on the 
maintenance of national and 
international order. 

D2.Civ.4.9-12. Explain how the U.S. 
Constitution establishes a system of 
government that has powers, 
responsibilities, and limits that have 
changed over time and that are still 
contested. 

D2.Civ.5.9-12. Evaluate citizens’ and 
institutions’ effectiveness in addressing 
social and political problems at the local, 
state, tribal, national, and/or international 
level. 

D2.Civ.6.9-12. Critique relationships 
among governments, civil societies, 
and economic markets. 

Participation and Deliberation 
D2.Civ.7.9-12. Apply civic virtues and 
democratic principles when working 
with others. 

D2.Civ.8.9-12. Evaluate social and 
political systems in different contexts, 
times, and places, that promote civic 
virtues and enact democratic principles. 

D2.Civ.9.9-12. Use appropriate 
deliberative processes in multiple 
settings. 

D2.Civ.10.9-12. Analyze the impact 
and the appropriate roles of personal 
interests and perspectives on the 
application of civic virtues, democratic 
principles, constitutional rights, and 
human rights. 

  

Processes, Rules, and Laws 
D2.Civ.11.9-12. Evaluate multiple 
procedures for making governmental 
decisions at the local, state, national, 
and international levels in terms of the 
civic purposes achieved. 

D2.Civ.12.9-12. Analyze how people use 
and challenge local, state, national, and 
international laws to address a variety of 
public issues. 

D2.Civ.13.9-12. Evaluate public 
policies in terms of intended and 
unintended outcomes, and related 
consequences. 

D2.Civ.14.9-12. Analyze historical, 
contemporary, and emerging means of 
changing societies, promoting the 
common good, and protecting rights. 

  

Geography:  Geographic Representations 
D2.Geo.1.9-12. Use geospatial and 
related technologies to create maps to 
display and explain the spatial patterns 
of cultural and environmental 
characteristics. 

D2.Geo.2.9-12. Use maps, satellite 
images, photographs, and other 
representations to explain relationships 
between the locations of places and 

D2.Geo.3.9-12. Use geographic data to 
analyze variations in the spatial 
patterns of cultural and environmental 
characteristics at multiple scales. 



regions and their political, cultural, and 
economic dynamics. 

Human-Environment Interaction 
D2.Geo.4.9-12. Analyze relationships 
and interactions within and between 
human and physical systems to explain 
reciprocal influences that occur among 
them. 

D2.Geo.5.9-12. Evaluate how political 
and economic decisions throughout time 
have influenced cultural and 
environmental characteristics of various 
places and regions. 

D2.Geo.6.9-12. Evaluate the impact of 
human settlement activities on the 
environmental and cultural 
characteristics of specific places and 
regions. 

Human Population:  Spatial Patterns and Movements 
D2.Geo.7.9-12. Analyze the reciprocal 
nature of how historical events and the 
spatial diffusion of ideas, technologies, 
and cultural practices have influenced 
migration patterns and the distribution 
of human population. 

D2.Geo.8.9-12. Evaluate the impact of 
economic activities and political 
decisions on spatial patterns within and 
among urban, suburban, and rural 
regions. 

D2.Geo.9.9-12. Evaluate the influence 
of long-term climate variability on 
human migration and settlement 
patterns, resource use, and land uses at 
local-to-global scales. 

Global Interconnections 
D2.Geo.10.9-12. Evaluate how changes 
in the environmental and cultural 
characteristics of a place or region 
influence spatial patterns of trade and 
land use. 

D2.Geo.11.9-12. Evaluate how economic 
globalization and the expanding use of 
scarce resources contribute to conflict and 
cooperation within and among countries. 

D2.Geo.12.9-12. Evaluate the 
consequences of human-made and 
natural catastrophes on global trade, 
politics, and human migration. 

History:  Change, Continuity, and Context 
D2.His.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical 
events and developments were shaped 
by unique circumstances of time and 
place as well as broader historical 
contexts. 

D2.His.2.9-12. Analyze change and 
continuity in historical eras. 

D2.His.3.9-12. Use questions generated 
about individuals and groups to assess 
how the significance of their actions 
changes over time and is shaped by the 
historical context. 

Perspectives 
D2.His.4.9-12. Analyze complex and 
interacting factors that influenced the 
perspectives of people during different 
historical eras. 

D2.His.5.9-12. Analyze how historical 
contexts shaped and continue to shape 
people’s perspectives. 

D2.His.6.9-12. Analyze the ways in 
which the perspectives of those writing 
history shaped the history that they 
produced. 

D2.His.7.9-12. Explain how the 
perspectives of people in the present 
shape interpretations of the past. 

D2.His.8.9-12. Analyze how current 
interpretations of the past are limited by 
the extent to which available historical 
sources represent perspectives of people 
at the time. 

 

Historical Sources and Evidence 
D2.His.9.9-12. Analyze the 
relationship between historical sources 
and the secondary interpretations made 
from them. 

D2.His.10.9-12. Detect possible 
limitations in various kinds of historical 
evidence and differing secondary 
interpretations. 

D2.His.11.9-12. Critique the usefulness 
of historical sources for a specific 
historical inquiry based on their maker, 
date, place of origin, intended audience, 
and purpose. 

D2.His.12.9-12. Use questions 
generated about multiple historical 
sources to pursue further inquiry and 
investigate additional sources. 

D2.His.13.9-12. Critique the 
appropriateness of the historical sources 
used in a secondary interpretation. 

 

Causation and Argumentation 
D2.His.14.9-12. Analyze multiple and 
complex causes and effects of events in 
the past. 

D2.His.15.9-12. Distinguish between 
long-term causes and triggering events in 
developing a historical argument. 

D2.His.16.9-12. Integrate evidence 
from multiple relevant historical 
sources and interpretations into a 
reasoned argument about the past. 

D2.His.17.9-12. Critique the central 
arguments in secondary works of 
history on related topics in multiple 
media in terms of their historical 
accuracy. 

  

 




